
 

The Statue of Liberty’s initial construction in Paris in 1883. Initially a symbol of Franco-American friendship, it was remade 
by immigrant and immigrant-descended intellectuals into a sign of greeting and protection. 
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At first the Statue of 
Liberty had symbolized 
Franco-American 
friendship and trans-
Atlantic republicanism, 
but Emma Lazarus recast 
it as a welcome signal to 
the poor and threatened. 

Both stories about 
immigration and 
America – that there was 
a glorious past in which 
America was pure and 
protected from outsiders, 
or that Americans have 
always prized 
multicultural inclusion – 
remake the past to score 
political points in the 
present. 



 

American’s in the 19th 
century took very 
seriously the notion that 
the United States—an 
emerging republic in a 
world of monarchies—
had a duty to offer safety 
to those escaping 
persecution elsewhere. 



 



 

Between the 1920s and 
the mid-1960s, questions 
of racial self-preservation, 
labor protectionism, and 
national interest largely 
framed American 
immigration politics. 
These were the United 
States’ first Trumpian 
decades in immigration 
terms. 



 

Some of the most 
effective anti-restriction 
arguments were those of 
Cold War strategy. If you 
wanted the people of 
Africa, Asia, and the 
Middle East to believe 
American promises to 
responsibly lead the “free 
world,” racist immigration 
controls were not helpful. 



 

In the early 21st century, 
refugees and immigrants 
generally provided 
vulnerable to targeting by 
demagogues. Unwilling to 
address the inequalities 
upon which their own 
interests depended, 
reactionary politicians 
sharpened and exploited 
diving lines between 
insider and outsider. 
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